[Evaluation of a new intravenous device].
Problems associated with intravenous (IV) admixture preparation include contamination by microorganisms, human error and expense. To solve some of these problems, the Vialink system was developed by Travenol, Israel. This device enables enhanced sterility in clinical settings, since in the preparation of the admixture there is only a single penetration of the rubber seal of the vial. The dilution is performed immediately prior to administration, thereby reducing the possibility of wastage due to unused admixture. In addition, Vialink offers a means of double-checking the contents of the admixtures, since the emptied vial remains attached to the infusion bag. Results of our evaluation of this new system indicate that it offers substantial savings in preparation time and expense. It was suitable for 58.2% of all IV admixtures routinely hospital-prepared. The Vialink system may be a useful strategy, as it improves the quality of the service provided by the health service team and hospital pharmacists to their patients, and results in savings in budget and manpower.